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This is a simple check list of sights to see on a circular tour of the Isle of Purbeck. The idea 
is that you can print it off, take it with you and be sure that you will not miss most of the 
major historical sites in the Isle of Purbeck. Illustrations are of my own work. 
 

The Isle of Purbeck was once a royal forest and covers the 
region between Poole Harbour (the largest natural harbour in 
the Northern Hemisphere) and Worbarrow Bay. It has long been 
a source of raw materials such as Purbeck limestone and 
marble, which grace many important buildings throughout 
Europe. It remains a source of important industrial feed stocks 
such as oil; stone and ball clay. The region is also world 
renowned for its geological importance. 
 
Finally, the Purbecks have played host to the British Tank 
Regiment since 1917. Ironically (or maybe not), the areas 
controlled by the Army and used for battle training and gunnery 
practice are now the richest in the region for local wildlife. Part 

of the range is open on selected days of the year. Tyneham Village is within the gunnery 
range and when open attracts many visitors. For information about access to the range 
contact the Range Control: 01929 404819 
 
Grab a map and you will find that the following places mark a 
circular route around the Purbecks. Incidentally, I am currently 
using the Ordinance Survey's "Purbeck & South Dorset", 
Outdoor Leisure Map No.15 ISBN 0-319-26095-X. The 
following are included on this check list 
 
1. Wareham 
2. Blue Pool 
3. Creech Grange 
4. Creech - Barrow Viewpoint 
5. Steeple 
6. Church Knowle 
7. Corfe Castle 
8. Kingston 
9. Worth Matravers 
10.Swanage 
11. Durlston Castle 
12.Tilly Whim Caves 
13.Anvil Point 
14.Handfast Point 


